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ABSTRACT  

 

A research manuscript that is a requirement to graduate as a graduate requires good understanding and direction to be completed. 

In this study, the researcher qualitatively interviewed 10 students from 3 private universities to find answers. Respondents stated 

that the direction they received was still very lacking, so they could not support understanding in completing the thesis. 

Respondents also admitted that they were self-taught because basically, all things need direction from those who know or 

understand better in order to be well done. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Writing scientific papers is a graduation requirement and has become the most challenging skill for students to master in academics 

(Gunawan & Aziza, 2017; Alwasilah, 2007; Dalsky & Tajino, 2007; Bitchener & Basturkmen, 2006). Several studies show that 

students have difficulty in compiling their scientific work for several reasons related to knowledge (Bitchener, Basturkman, & 

East, 2010; Wang & Yang 2012: Ekpoh, 2016; Manchishi, Ndhlovu, & Mwanza, 2015: Rodriguez, Griffith, & Juarez, 2017) 

problems and difficulties in organizing ideas and arguments, using appropriate writing style, and expressing their thoughts clearly. 

In addition, Bitchener and Basturkmen (2006), in Gunawan and Aziza (2017), show that students experience problems and 

difficulties in organizing texts cohesively and critically. On the other hand, academic writing skills are indispensable for academic 

college life. This often serves as a skill to support the completion of scientific work. Furthermore, Pecorari (2006) specifically 

argues that success at university depends on students' ability to access, evaluate, and synthesize the words, ideas, and opinions of 

others to develop their academic voice. 

Writing a scientific paper in the form of a script, thesis or dissertation is considered important, but it is almost always a 

daunting task for many students. In fact, it is so significant that its completion is the main requirement for a student to graduate 

from the program (Ballena & Liwag, 2019). Factors related to the institutional and socialization experiences of students, or their 

relationship with their professors or classmates can also be an obstacle in completing the final project (Ismail & Hassan, 2011; 

Schramm-Possinger, 2015; Blair, 2016). Initial observations made by the author in this study included students from several private 

universities in Bali. Based on the interviews conducted, it was found that several problems faced by students were found to be 

obstacles in completing the writing of scientific papers (Saputra, 2019). The problems faced mostly deal with the students 

themselves, such as their preparation for a research program or their ability to write, as well as problems with their professors, 

especially their supervisors or research advisors in the direction and guidance of the thesis (Putri & Saputra, 2021). Ekpoh (2016) 

revealed that although there is an increasing trend of enrollment in undergraduate and postgraduate studies, fluctuations tend to 

lead to a decrease in the number of students completing their study programs. 

 

METHOD OF COLLECTING DATA 

 

This type of research is qualitative research. Qualitative research takes into account the natural context in which an individual or 

group functions, as it aims to provide an in-depth understanding of real-world problems (Polit, 2017). To understand the challenges 

of student academic writing at several private universities in Bali, the researcher used qualitative research methods to collect 

empirical data from student respondents. This method is used to gain access to various realities and subjective meanings about 

academic writing in universities (Maree, 2007; Appleton, 1995). Here, one-on-one and group interviews were conducted with ten 

7th semester students who were writing their thesis at 3 private universities in Bali, namely Warmadewa University, National 

Education University, and Mahasaraswati University. In contrast to quantitative research, generalization is not a guiding principle. 

According to most qualitative researchers, perceived “reality” is constructed by social, cultural, historical, and individual contexts. 

Therefore, researchers look for variations in people's views to describe, explore, or explain the phenomena that occur. 

Understanding what respondents and researchers think, feel, or do in their natural context, can make clinical practice and evidence-

based interventions more effective, efficient, equitable, and humane (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). By applying a qualitative research 

approach, researchers can explore how and why practitioners or respondents act this way. 

 

Understanding 

 

It is widely recognized in higher education that research skills are important for university graduates (Rosenkranz, Wang, and Hu 

2015) and that students should be actively involved in conducting research (Brew 2003; Healey et al. 2010). However, little is 

known about how the understanding of research has been mastered by students and understanding of what steps to take. Academic 

writing plays an important role in socializing students into the discourse of subjects and disciplines at the university. However, 

with the massification of higher education, many students struggle to maintain an acceptable standard of academic writing in higher 

education (Pineteh, 2014). Comprehension in student writing such as lack of mastery of academic writing conventions, analysis of 

writing topics, using writing to build social identity, ability to research and apply knowledge in different contexts, and poor 

sentence skills. It also examines the implications for student academic development and strategies for overcoming these challenges. 
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Conducting research is a complex task that requires different skills, such as teamwork, critical thinking, academic 

writing, and planning. For undergraduate students who have little experience with these skills, conducting research can be a 

challenge. To be successful, they must gain confidence in their ability to perform the complex tasks of conducting research. This 

article is framed around the academic literacy model because students are expected to use academic writing to access university 

culture, understand the discourse of the discipline or topic of research being undertaken and negotiate the strength of the 

relationship between the problem under study and the solutions sought to be realized in their research as well as build their identity 

and knowledge. specialized in the discipline being studied. (Leibowitz, Goodman, Hannon & Parkerson 1997: 5, in Pineteh, 2014). 

For this purpose, academic writing is a literacy practice because it provides a link between a student's entry into the disciplinary 

community and the acquisition of formal conventions associated with the academy. 

In response to these challenges, many higher education initiatives emphasize student engagement, participation, and 

inquiry. Undergraduate research seeks to emphasize this and, in addition, emphasizes epistemological aspects such as the 

production and dissemination of knowledge, critical evaluation of existing knowledge and dealing with unforeseen problems and 

challenges, as well as ontological aspects, such as changing students' existence, developing personal abilities and their professional 

life as well as influencing their perception of themselves. Undergraduate research is a student-focused way to bring research and 

teaching together. Through it, students can contribute to the university's academic projects. 

However, from the results of observations made, respondents acknowledged that although the campus had tried to do 

this, many understandings had not been absorbed by the students. The language is sometimes too scientific and difficult to 

understand and the lack of explanations from the professors or their research advisors who sometimes only correct their articles 

and sometimes do not provide guidance on what to do next to correct the mistakes that have been made. Through research, 

Steinberg and Kincheloe (1998, p. 6) suggest, students “learn to live with the ambiguity that comes with critical domains”. Neary 

(2010), argues that involving students in research is to “provide the possibility of progressive social transformation through 

practical action”. To realize this, of course, a deep understanding of research activities and making scientific works must be 

obtained by students. 

Brew (2006) also argues that higher education needs to develop a scientific knowledge-building community in 

universities where academics and students work in partnership to solve the problem. Engaging students in investigations of aspects 

of the world relevant to their degree studies can also capture the questions students pose to university. Neary (2010) argues it can 

shift students from being seen and acting only as consumers of knowledge to being students who are involved in the active 

production of knowledge. 

 

Directing 

 

The undergraduate experience can be greatly enriched by gaining early and frequent research experience, this has been 

demonstrated in a variety of disciplinary fields (Murdoch-Eaton et al., 2010) as well as in multidisciplinary discussions in 

prestigious journals (eg, Carrero-Martinez, 2011). ; Russell, Hancock, & McCullough, 2007). There are many benefits for 

undergraduate students involved in research. Research experiences enable undergraduate students to better understand published 

work, learn to balance collaborative and individual work, define areas of interest, and begin their careers as researchers. Through 

exposure to research as students, many students find their passion for research and go on to graduate study and faculty positions. 

First and foremost, the immediate benefits of research begin in the classroom. When investigating any phenomenon in 

the classroom, it is useful to know how the original study would be conducted. By being directly involved in research, students 

find it easier to understand the reasons underlying other people's research (Madan & Teitge, 2013). However, some 

acknowledgments from student respondents, the introduction about the research they got in the middle of college was very lacking. 

A direct introduction to the proposal format without any direction is like being given raw meat to be processed into a dish without 

being given a recipe. Direct explanations of research methods such as types of analysis and scientific words that are digested make 

the students admit that they are confused about what to do with them. Students expect clearer direction so that they can start the 

“baby step” in research, for example, only after forming their hypothesis does one truly understand the nuances of research design 

and conceptualize the subject matter better. 

Awareness is first and foremost the key to success in engaging undergraduate students. Academic advisors or mentors 

need to be aware of their students' potential interest in research as a career, as a work experience opportunity, or in the classroom. 

The advisor may occasionally measure interest in research during student meetings, and if necessary, provide appropriate guidance 

on engagement (Saputra, 2013). On the students' side, they first need to know about consulting services, as well as know that 

academic advisors can provide research connections (Madan & Teitge, 2013). This is a little-known fact that can be corrected with 

an advertising campaign: “Interested in researching? Your academic advisor can help.” Faculty, administration, and academic 

counselors often ignore the level of "unconsciousness" among students. To someone in a higher education institution, it is often 

obvious what research is and that students play an important role in it. However, a brief poll of undergraduate students paints a 

very different picture. Many are open about research ideas but know nothing about the steps to reach that research position (Floris 

et al., 2019). Again, institutions must be able to see and change this mindset early on, both in the classroom and in the academic 

advisor's office (Datrini et al., 2018). 

Young scholars admit that they often do not know what the research process is. At least the faculty can make a point not 

only to incorporate major research into their course programs but also to highlight the research being carried out at their universities 

(Wang & Hu, 2015). Lecturers should also provide some guidance for junior students to engage in research, perhaps by including 

this information in short lectures (Atmadja & Saputra, 2018). If possible, explain their research design at a more detailed level in 

their course program. Academic advisors should expose even those with a curiosity to faculty research. Peer education such as 

recruiting research-educated seniors can help senior students explain their mistakes and successes and detail how to gain the 

experience needed to succeed in academia and the world of work (Cartrette & Melroe‑Lehrman, 2012). Such a mentoring system 

would also have benefits in the classroom, representing another way that lecturers can help junior students get the most out of their 

education. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

Exposure to research areas with the help of good guidance and direction from a research advisor can undoubtedly help students 

explore career fields. If one is considering research as a career path, experience in a research environment is invaluable. In addition, 

the earlier students engage, the more experience they gain, which enhances their career options. Many students considering their 

career options will also benefit greatly from exposure to research. Perhaps more importantly, a solid foundation in hypothesis-

driven research is what is built on evidence-based practice. Experience in this area can enhance understanding of the curriculum, 

literature, and practice. 

Exposure to research as an undergraduate can also increase the chances of becoming a successful researcher in the future. 

Some scholars, unsure of what to do after completing a degree, go on to graduate school with the idea that it is the next logical step 

after undergraduate studies. If they have undergraduate experience in research, they are more likely to find out if they enjoy 

research. Usually, however, undergraduate students will find a passion for research that they didn't know existed. Higher education 

institutions have a way of engaging the most inquisitive minds, but asking questions and finding answers about the interests of 

many scholars are discovered only after their first test in the realm of research. 
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